Newspaper Clips
May 16, 2013

Hindu ND 16.05.2013 P-11

lIT-Hyderabad gets
nod for JICA loan

New Delhi: Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Hyderabad (IIT-H) will borrow
1,500 crore from Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) to set up
infrastructure and expand academic and
research capability.

The finance ministry approved the
proposal after representatives from the
institute and the human resource devel-
opment ministry presented their case on
10 April, according to three officials, who
spoke on condition of anonymity.
PRASHANT K.NANDA @



Times of India Ahmedabad
15-05-2013 P-10

lIT aspirants
drag CBSE
to court
over results

Hemati Chhapia| T

Mumbai: About 15 candidates
whotooktheJEE (Main)andare
unhappy with their results have
moved the Delhi high court
against the Central Board for
Secondary Education (CBSE),
which conducted the exam. JEE
(Main) scores are used for ad-
mission {0 engineering colleges
as well as to shortlist students
who can take advance exam for
admission to the Indian Insti-
tutesof Technology

In their petition, students
have complained against the
CBSE for not providing the an-
swer key toquestion sheets,

“The respondents provided
no mechanism to redress the
grievances of petiioners who
have secured a much higher
score according to the solutions
of prominent coaching institu-
tions, but will be deprived of sit-
ting in the JEE (Advanced) Ex-
am 2013 being conducted by the
CBSE as well as getting admis-
sioninany repttedengineering
college, only because of instiny-
tional arrogance of respondents
whohavechosen toeither notre-
spond to the pleas of mercyorre-
plied in an arbitrary and me-
chanical manner with patent
absence of application of
mind,” the petitionread.

The students, who have
come together, will berepresent
ed by senior advocate Chetan
Sharma. They claimed there is
not a single reglonal office fo at-
tend tothe grievances of the pet-
itioners and other candidates,
and eventhe helpline service no
longer works, When results of
the JEE (Main) Exam 2013 were
declared, there was a“'sea of dift
ference”™ between  expected
marksand declared resultof the
netitioners, clabnedaparent.

“H the CBSE is sure that the
answer key of the coaching
classes is not reliable, let them
release thelr own answer key It
is just not fair that students do
not have afair redressal forum,”
said the mother of astudentwho
isalso trying to seek an appoint
ment with CBSE officials in Del-
hi, About 10 other students plan
tofile inferventions in the Delhl
HC and ask that the admission
process be stayed.
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Scientists create human
stem cells through cloning

NEW YORK, REUTERS: After
more than 15 years of failures
by scientists around the world
and one outright fraud, biolo-
gists have finally created hu-
man stem cells by the same
technique that produced Dolly,
the cloned sheep, in 1996. They
transplanted genetic material
from an adult cell into an egg
whose own DNA had been re-
moved.

The result is a harvest of hu-
man embryonic stem cells, the
seemingly magic cells capable
of morphing into any of the
200-plus kinds that make up a
person. The feat, reported on
Wednesday in the journal
“Cell,” could re-ignite the field
of stem-cell medicine, which has
been hobbled by technical chal-
lenges as well as ethical issues.

Until now, the most natural
sources of human stem cells
have been human embryos,
whose use in research poses
ethical quandaries. The tech-
nique announced on Wednes-
day, by scientists at Oregon
Health & Science University
and the Oregon National Pri-
mate Research Center, uses un-
fertilised human eggs.

ilinesses like Parkinson's.

Eliminating the need for hu-
man embryos could boost at-
tempts to use stem cells and
their progeny to replace cells
damaged or destroyed in heart
disease, Parkinson's disease,
multiple sclerosis, spinal cord
injuries and other devastating
conditions.

But the achievement could
also revive fears of reproduc-
tive cloning, or producing ge-
netic copies of living (or dead)
individuals.

Even before the study was
published, a British watchdog
group called Human Genetics
Alert protested the research.

“Scientists have finally deliv-
ered the baby that would-be

human cloners have been wait-
ing for, a method for reliably
creating cloned human em-
bryos,” said David King, the
group's director. “This makes
it imperative that we create an
international legal ban on hu-
man cloning before any more
research like this takes place.
It is irresponsible in the ex-
treme to have published this
research.”

Among scientists, however,
the accomplishment is being
hailed as “a tour de force,” as
stem cell biologist George Da#®
ley of the Harvard Stem Cell
Institute put it. “This repre-
sents an unparalleled achieve-
ment. They succeeded where
many other groups failed, in-
cluding mine.”

The Oregon scientists, led by
Shoukhrat Mitalipov, used a
variation of the “Dolly tech-
nique.” They carefully inserted
an adult skin cell into a donated
human egg whose DNA had
been removed. The unfertilised
eggs, stimulated by electric
pulses to start dividing, devel-
oped to about the 150-cell
stage.

» Clone, Page 7
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Scientists clone human stem cells

Clone, from Page 1

In succeeding with humans,
the Oregon team toppled the
dogma that there is something
odd about human eggs or em-
bryos, said stem cell expert
Rudolf Jaenisch of the White-
head Institute and Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology.
Published data said there was
a difference in principle be-
tween humans and the mice
and other animals that had

been cloned, a difference that
presented an insurmountable
barrier to human cloning for
either reproduction or stem
cells.

The Oregon team figured
out how to get the egg to act as
if it had been fertilised. The se-

. cretwas to keep the eggsin the

phase of their growth cycle
called “metaphase,” which is
when DNA aligns in the middle
of the cell before the cell di-
vides. The scientists got the

best results when they grew the
eggs in a little of a substance
that tends to be abundant in
labs, caffeine.

“Reproductive cloning
hasn’t been advanced by this
new paper,” agreed MIT’s
Jaenisch. “If you implanted
these embryos, which would be
illegal, I think you would get
the same results as in mice.
Most of them die at birth, and
the others encounter big trou-
bles as they age.”



